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DIRECTORS’ NOTE

Twelfth Night being staged in the summer!? My masters, are you mad?

If so, there is method in our madness — despite the title, the play makes no
reference whatsoever to the "festive period” anywhere within the text, but
does make specific references to being in late spring or early/mid — summer.
We have “More matter for a May morning” and “Why, this is very midsummer
madness"”, and the play seems to us to have the feel of a summer seaside resort
For that reason our version imagines lliyria as a Brighton or Blackpool of the
lave 19505, with holiday camps, casinos and the kind of licence to misbehave

a seaside trip seems to grant - as seen in day trip scenes in Carry On At Your
Convenience when stuffy bosses and downtrodden workers are suddenly all on
a level and having fun together

This is where the real connection to the traditional Twelfth Night comes in,

as in England it was, for many years, a festival celebrating topsy-turviness and
role reversal - a tradition stretching back at least as far as ancient Rome and
their Saturnalia when (moderately) transgressive behaviour was tolerated or
even encouraged, and there are many such festivals around the world set at
many different times of the year. Sometimes there would be a Lord of Misrule
or a King of Fools (interestingly rarely a Lady or Queen!) and the swapping of
genders and stations was commonplace, though again more commonly men
dressing as women rather than the other way around.

Iwelfth Might the play has many such inversions and swaps, transgressions and
confusions, with more than a hint of same-sex attraction and plenty of Feast
of Fools type pranks: a woman pretends to be a man; a servant pretends to
be her mistress (in letter form at least); another servant aspires to marrying
his mistress; and there is plenty of drinking, dancing and revels throughout.
Antonio proclaims his love for Sebastian, and both Orsino and Olivia find
themselves attracted to someone either of the same gender as them or
pretending to be so

Whilst this “confusion” is seemingly resolved at the end of the F/
play, it is easy to wonder if all is really settled?
We have completely bought into the spirit of
the feast of fools by leaning in to the silly, and

celebrating gender fluidity in our casting and
our costuming - we hope this all adds to the 'Fun.
There will be cakes and ale... -

-







SCENE LIST

Location: lilyria, a British sea-side town, some time at the end of the |950s

Scene | - Duke's Casino

Scene 2 - The sea front

Scene 3 - lllyria Sands Holiday Park

Scene 4 - Duke’s Casino

Scene 5 - lllyria Sands Holiday Park

Scene & - The sea front

Scene 7 - Somewhere between lllyria Sands and Duke's Casino
Scene B - lllyria Sands Holiday Park

Scene 9 - Duke’s Casino

Scene 10 - lilyria 5ands Beach

Scene |1 - Outside llyria Sands Holiday Park
Scene |12 - lllyria Sands Holiday Park

Interval - 15 minutes. Refreshments are available.

Scene |13 - A street near Duke’s Casino

Scene |4 - lllyria Sands Holiday Park

Scene |5 - Outside lllyria Sands Holiday Park

Scene 16 - lllyria Police Cells

Scene 17 - Qutside lllyria Sands Holiday Park

Scene |8 - Outside lllyria 5ands Holiday Park, Evening

MASQUE’S 2025/2026 SEASON

EDWARD Il by Christopher Marlowe
Church of the Holy Sepulchre
7-11 October 2025

THE OLD CURIOSITY SHOP by Charles Dickens
Church of the Holy Sepulchre
9-13 December 2025

HABEAS CORPUS by Alan Bennett
Christchurch Hall
17-21 February 2026

A NEW DEVISED PIECE by the team that brought you A GRIMM TALE
Church of the Holy Sepulchre
28 April - 2 May 2026

CAST

in order of appearance

ORSIND, lovelorn owner of Duke's Casino — Jonathan Ellson
CURIO, one of Orsing’s lackeys -=---s-meememm e e e —Carmen Simoni
WALENTINE, another of Orsino's lackeys --------=r=ss=srerrermenznemeemee Magpie Holland
VIOLA /| CESARIO, a shipwrecked woman in disguise -——— Holly Hughes-Rowlands
CAPTAIN, at a loose end having sunk his ship Peter Collins
MARIA, employee at lilyria Sands and “friend” of Olivia ———s-mees - Gemma Knight
SIRTOBY BELCH, used to be famous, now he's broke and drunk -— Graham Breeze
SIR ANDREVY AGUECHEEK, gullible hanger-on of Sir Toby's ------~=------- Rik E. Dean
FESTE, roving musician, and lllyria Sands entertainer --—--———-—-- Helena Enright-King
OLIVIA, manager of lllyria Sands Holiday Park, in mourning ----—--—————- Kate Morris
MALVOLIO, middle manager at lllyria Sands Alex Rex
ANTONIO, pirate turned romantic Action hero se-sssecceeceecs Anderson North
SEBASTIAN, twin brother of Viola, here for a good time ~———---———————--- Hari Turner
FABIAN, lllyria Sands employee and friend of Sir Toby -———ememeemeeeee Bea Thomas
OFFICIAL, the local Neighbourhood Watch ---—-—- Salli Belsham
GUARD, assistant to the Official —-—---rmms e Pter Collins
PRIEST, a priest OwenWWarr
B L L R RRE——————————— Gl
DIRECTOR, oeemeem e e Rtbecca Cockeroft
MUSICAL COMPOSITIONS —-—---——-——-—— Antony Newby & James Burgess
LI GHTING oo eiieeeeeeeee Richard Woalker
SOUND DESIGN ——- Rebecca Cockcroft
SOUND TECHNICIAN Alistair Way
SET CONSTRUCTIOMN sccccscrmsnsammenecnensssmimnassnnssssssenansssessss Mark Mortimer
POSTER & PROGRAMME DESIGMN, AND PHOTOGRAPHY ----—————eeeeee Rebecca Cockeroft
RARREN DINIDIEE secsusrrinmenteisnionsermmatas i ssemant John Myhill
BOX OFFICE -- Masque Members
FRONT OF HOUSE --- -e- - -— Masque Members
LIASON TO ABINGTON PARK MUSEUM Robert Kendall
REFRESHMENTS Maggie Holland

With thanks to the team at Abington Park Museum, lan Allan, Robert Vaughan,
Xander Cockeraft, jo Myhill, Philip Welsh and Beverbey Webster
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IN MEMORIUM

Masque Theatre would like to dedicate
this production of Twelfth Night to the
memory of Life Member, jJean McNamara
1926-1015, who became a member in 1947,
and also to Doreen Wright d.2015.




Volunteers Needed

Ever wondered what it’s like to be part of a theatre production — but
without the spotlight? At Masque Theatre, not all stars are on stage!

Since 1931, our productions have thrived thanks to an incredible team of
volunteers working passionately behind the scenes. Now, we need you!

Whether you're a whizz with a paintbrush, handy with a hammer, or love
the buzz of organising things, there's a place for you in our backstage
family. We're looking for lighting and sound operators, stage
managers, wardrobe assistants, prop makers, set painters, set
constructors, and even helping hands for show-night catering.

No experience? No problem.
Enthusiasm and a willingness to learn go a long way—and our friendly,
experienced team will support you every step of the way.

Volunteering with Masque isn't just about putting on a great show
(though we do that brilliantly). It's about being part of a creative
community that's been entertaining Northampton for over 90 years
You'll make new friends, learn new skills, and bring live theatre to life.

So if you love theatre but don't fancy the spotlight, join us backstage —
where the real magic happens.

Get involved today - we can’t wait to meet you!

Contact productions@masquetheatre.co.uk for more information
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